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GO Month quick tips:  

organize to 'live' in your living room 
Vicki Hancock, Get Organized Examiner 
January 26th, 2011 5:08 am ET 
 

Simple steps help you declutter and reduce the multiple personalities  
in your living to just a few.   (Photo: 1.bp.blogspot.com ) 
 

Does your living room have multiple personality disorder (MPD)?  What roles does it play in your home?  Is it 

a playroom, dining room, office, craft room - in other words, the “everything” room with multiple uses?  If it's no 

longer a fun or relaxing place to spend time, that's your cue to get it organized.  Reduce your living room's multiple 

personalities by using these steps: 

1. Decide on the personalities to keep.  How do you want to use your living room?  Make a (short) list of 

what you and your family would like to do while in this space.  Keep the size of the room in mind as well as 
its location relative to other areas of your home, like bedrooms and the kitchen.  This will influence your 
choice of activities that produce noise or clutter.  Involve the other members of your household in this 
process; they'll be helping you maintain this space in the future. 

2. Eliminate all other personalities. With each item in your short list, add notes to remind you what items 

each personality needs (home theater, reading room, conversation area).  Make an appointment with 
yourself - and keep it - to sort through everything in the room, removing everything that doesn't fit one of the 
personalities on your list.  Sort everything you remove into "keep," "donate," and "trash" piles.  Find a place 
for the "keep" items in another part of your home.  Bag or box the "donate" and "trash" items to remove from 
your home as soon as possible. 

3. Set up your new living space.  Use your list to arrange your living room for each of the personalities you 

want to keep.  Need more storage to reduce clutter?  Link to Real Simple for ideas.  Got a small living room 
space?  See the ideas at Apartment Therapy to make a small living room work for you.  Want to give your 
living room a makeover along with its new personality?  See the ideas at HGTV. 

4. Maintain your living room's new personality.  As part of your daily/weekly clean-up routine around your 

home, make it a habit to scan the living room for items that don't fit its new personality.  Remove them 
immediately to put away where they belong, throw away, or add to your "donate" box.  Teach your family to 
join you (or replace you!) in this task, and your living room will be the welcoming space you want it to be. 

Share your living room organizing tips here, and click on "subscribe" to be notified of future Get Organized articles. 
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