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Keep your child safe in the living room 
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Protect your child from the hazards in your living room. 
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When your child is old enough to be mobile and begin exploring, you'll want to be sure he's safe in his surroundings, 
especially the common rooms in your home where lots of family and friends gather. 

 Furniture.  Coffee tables, end tables, and other pieces of furniture have sharp corners and edges that will 

hurt your crawling or walking child.  Pad corners and edges to help protect her. 

 More furniture.  Bookshelves and other tall freestanding pieces are tempting for your climbing child.  Attach 

these pieces to the wall so they don't fall on him. 

 Decor.  Move heavy, delicate, or otherwise breakable items out of your child's reach. 

 Fireplace.  Most fireplaces have stone or brick hearths, many that stand above the floor a few inches.  To 

prevent bumps and injuries, pad the edges and corners.  In addition, keep the heavy metal (often iron) 
accessories, splintery firewood, and matches out of reach.  And, keep your child away from the fireplace 
while it's burning. 

 Windows.  When windows are closed, keep them locked.  When windows are open, keep your child away 

from screens.  They are not intended to support her weight. 

 Window treatments.  Cords for blinds, swags for drapes, and other rope-like treatments pose a 

strangulation hazard for your child.  Wrap excess cords out of reach. 

 Electrical.  Place outlet covers on each unused receptical, shorten electrical cords as much as possible, 

and cover power strips to prevent children from discovering exposed outlets and pulling on plugs. 

 Toys.  In a room where family and friends of many ages gather, take care to watch out for toys that may be 

unsuitable for your child's age.  Let your child play with only the toys that are suitable for him, and keep older 
children's toys out of reach 

Check around your living room and family room frequently for hazards that can appear any time:  buttons, coins, plant 
leaves, flowers and stems, pet toys, game parts, and any other object that could choke or otherwise harm your child.  
Look around the room from your knees to get a better look at the room from your child's point of view.  You may be 
surprised at what you see! 

Share your child safety tips here, and click on "subscribe" to be notified of future Get Organized articles. 
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