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How to organize a "green" wedding  
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Maximize your celebration and minimize your carbon imprint by planning a green wedding. 
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Many couples plan their wedding celebration keeping the impact on 
their and their families' budgets in mind.  
 
With so much attention focused on the environment, and so many 
resources available, it's now possible to organize a beautiful wedding 
that also minimizes impact on the environment.   

 
As you consider each aspect of your plan, think about how your wedding could become "greener": 
 

 Location.  If your wedding location is flexible, consider having the ceremony and reception in the same place to 
minimize travel for your guests.  Look into a botanical garden, a non-profit space, an art gallery, or other unique 
location for your event.  Visit Inhabitat for ideas. 
 

 Invitations.  Choose custom-designed recycled or tree-free paper invitations like those at Twisted Limb. 
 

 Attire.  Gently used wedding gowns have become a popular, affordable choice, and there are more and more eco-
friendly fabrics now used to clothe both brides and grooms. 
 

 Photographs.  Digital photography is also earth-friendly!  Minimize the printed photos you collect in albums post-
ceremony, and focus on providing your family and friends links to your memories online. 
 

 Flowers.  Consider silk bouquets and arrangements instead of cut flowers, or use locally grown greens and flowers, 
live plants, grasses, berries and branches. 
 

 Catering. Ask your caterer to provide menu selections that include locally grown, in-season foods, and serve on real 
(washable) glassware, dishware, and linens instead of disposable. 
 

 Cake.  An earth-friendly wedding cake is just as delicious as its conventional counterpart, and it takes only a little 
time to find a baker that can create an environmentally friendly dream cake just for you. 
 

 Gifts.  Instead of registering with big-name department or specialty stores, select locations that offer eco-friendly 
products.  Or, suggest that your wedding guests make a charitable donation in your names to a favorite cause. 
 

 Honeymoon.  Make a commitment to the earth and each other at the same time by planning your honeymoon with 
"green" in mind.  From a nearby location to travel to the other side of the world, there's an environmentally friendly 
honeymoon celebration out there for you. 

 
For an excellent site to help you plan your eco-friendly wedding, visit the Sierra Club.  Share your green wedding ideas here, and 
click on "subscribe" to be notified of future Get Organized articles. 
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