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Donating items you don't need or use is as easy as A-B-C  
July 5, 2:30 PM Get Organized Examiner Vicki Hancock 
 
With a few clicks and a phone call or two, donating your gently used items is as easy as A-B-C. 
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Organize to reduce, reuse, and recycle  

It's easy to be green by forming a few habits  

Too hot to go outside? Get organized!  

It's fun to get organized when you're stuck inside  

Getting organized is habit-forming  

You did it!  You chose a space to declutter, and you diligently sorted all of your items into "keep," "toss," and "donate" piles.  You've 
organized the keepers and tossed the trash - now, how to find good homes for the items that are just too good to toss?  

It might seem like donating is as much work as getting organized in the first place.  It's not.  With just a few online clicks and a phone 
call or two, you can assure that your gently used items for donation have second - or third - lives in good homes.  Donating really is 
as easy as A-B-C.  Real Simple (RS) offers an excellent guide for many of your donatables, large and small.  Some highlights and 
additions not included in the RS listings: 

Anything and everything.  Link to Excess Access, a service that matches what you want to give with an organization that needs 
it.  A fee of between $3 and $10 allows you to list everything you have, then communicate directly with the charity that can use your 
stuff. 

Applicances. The faster you can get unwanted appliances, especially large ones, out of your home, the better.  Your best bet is a 
place that offers pick-up of appliances that still work.  Start with Goodwill Industries or The Salvation Army, or find a charity in your 
local area that picks up large items. 

Automobiles. Finding a legitmate charity for your car can be challenging  - there are many organizations that do not have non-profit 
status that will take your vehicle for parts or resale, not for charity.  Two respected charities that will take your car are Habitat for 
Humanity, with its "Cars for Homes" program, and the Kidney Foundation's "Kidney Cars." 

Baby items. Most charities welcome everything baby - from cribs and playpens to clean diapers, toys, and supplies.  One easy way 
to find good homes for your baby items is through Freecycle, the web site that helps you arrange person-to-person giveaways. 

Books. Many libraries have become choosier about what donations they will accept, but it's worth visiting your local library's web 
site to find out what they'll take.  A number of projects accept book donations to stock the library shelves of the disadvantaged in this 
country and overseas:  Friends of Libraries U.S.A., I Am Foundation, and Books for Africa. 

Cell phones.  Use the Recycle Wireless Phones web site for tips to erase your personal information, then click on the name of your 
service provider to learn how to dispose of them safely.  Go to Wireless Foundation to learn how to donate your old phone to victims 
of domestic violence so that they may have an easy way to call 9-1-1. 

Clothing. Most of the large charities accept all kinds of clothing, but you may want to consider donating to a charity that 
specializes:  Dress for Success (professional clothing for disadvantaged women), National Suit Drive (Men's Wearhouse collecting 
professional clothing for men), and Fashion Delivers (looking for all types of clothing for Haiti relief). 

Computers.  If your desktop or laptop computer still works, consider giving it to the Cristina Foundation, an organization that serves 
the disadvantaged.  If your computer doesn't work, the Computer Recycling Foundation will take it to repair and donate to public 
charity and community programs. 

If you itemize deductions on your yearly tax return, be sure to ask for a receipt for your donations.  Charities are happy to provide 
you with one.  Visit the T2A Forums area to share your tips for donating all kinds of items.
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